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The Blackwoods had in fact for long been a sea-
faring race, and from his earliest childhood to his
extreme old age Lord Dufferin entertained a passion
for the sea. Even in his seventy-fourth year he would
navigate his little yawl The Lady Hermione through the
Sound of Jura or the deceptive tides of the Minch
assisted only by a boy of fourteen. The yachting
adventures of his earlier manhood were, however,
conducted upon a more elaborate scale.

It was in July of 1854 that he embarked in his
schooner Foam accompanied by Lord Arthur Russell
and a fitting retinue. Great Britain at that date had
already been six months at war with Russia, and the
purpose of this yachting trip was to assist the Franco-
British squadron operating in the Baltic. From Ports-
mouth they sailed to Calais and then northwards to
Gothenburg. From there they tacked round to the
Baltic and reached the Aland Islands at the very
moment when the French and British fleets were on
the point of attacking the fort of Bomarsund.

These elegant, though liberal-minded tourists were
warmly received by Sir Charles Napier upon his flag-
ship the Duke of Wellington. Lord Dufferin expressed
the earnest desire to engage in battle. Sir Charles, who
appears to have been the most amenable of admirals,
permitted him to board the Penelope which had been
ordered to draw the fire of the Russian forts. So
effectively did she execute this mission that she ran
aground while still within full range of the batteries.
For four hours she remained stranded while the